New Zealand. The chapter on concepts of health economic methods is outstanding and trainees would be well served by reading this prior to Fellowship exams.
Despite the multiple authors there is a consistent style and repetition of material is kept to a minimum. I was impressed that the book is highly readable, given the potentially dry nature of the topic.
In short, I learned a considerable amount reading this book. It is well priced and interested individuals may wish to purchase a copy, but I see this as a valued part of any department library.
M The editors have compiled a comprehensive and updated review of modern day anaesthetic airway management comprising 61 chapters on basic airway evaluation, awake and conventional intubation and algorithms, a review of currently available airway equipment including videolaryngoscopes and surgical airways, together with adult, obstetric, paediatric case scenarios and teaching. The accompanying DVD consists of 20 short airway videos on techniques including blind intubation, videolaryngoscopy and cricothyroidotomy.
As with the first edition of this textbook, each chapter is thoroughly researched, extensively referenced and draws on anaesthetists, emergency physicians and ear, nose and throat surgeons, mainly from North America and Canada.
The text is written in a 'tutorial' style, with questions on key issues being asked rather than titled in the more traditional hierarchy of headings and subheadings. Together with a multitude of excellent clinical photographs and diagrams, this makes the book surprisingly relaxing to read and easy to index specific areas of interest. Each chapter is clinically focused and defines key areas of interest, answers their relevant questions concisely and completely and ends with a summary and a specific set of self-evaluating questions.
Of interest is the authors' choice to once again include an extensive discussion on preparation and techniques for awake fibreoptic intubation, when clearly this technique must be waning due to the advent of more readily available videolaryngoscopy in most hospitals-presumably to ensure that the technique should still always be thought of and skilfully performed in specific instances.
The chapter on ' Airway Algorithms' is excellent, but seems a little over-focused on emergency failed intubation rather than discussing the approach and alternative management possibilities in the far more common scenario of a patient with a 'difficult looking' airway having elective surgery, requiring intubation or otherwise. However, a later chapter on 'Context Sensitive Airway Management' elegantly discusses the development of an 'art' in the approach to anticipated difficult intubations that is dependent on practitioner experience in the newer and older airway techniques, specific patient comorbidities, emergency versus elective considerations and the particular location in which the airway must be managed. In addition, the chapters on case studies of specific airway problems discuss a full range of alternative techniques to consider when faced with these specific problems, so the book certainly presents itself as a balanced and well considered approach when being read.
The section on videolaryngoscopy discusses and compares the features of specific brands of commercially available videolaryngoscopes and may be useful to department heads and practitioners when faced with deciding what type of videolaryngoscope, if any, should be purchased.
The contents of this book are largely relevant to Australian and New Zealand anaesthetic practices and the accompanying DVD seems to be an invaluable interactive teaching aid for senior anaesthetists and groups of registrars alike. I would recommend this book as an excellent and well researched resource for either a department or private anaesthetic library.
P It was with pleasure that I received a copy of Yao and Artusio's Anesthesiology Problem-Oriented Patient Management. Having used a much earlier edition circa 1992 for my Part 2 FANZCA. preparation, I was impressed by the way the volume has grown in both quantity and quality.
As always, the authorship is almost exclusively
